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Rabbits And Easter 

At this time of year, parents often are 
bombarded by requests from children 
for a gift for Easter. Children often want 
a baby bunny or chick, which are in 
plentiful supply in both pet stores and 
newspaper ads. The baby bunnies and 
chicks look so cute and fuzzy. What a 
wonderful gift! How easy to care for!

But after a month or two of attention, the 
childôs interest often wanders. And it is 
about this time that the cute little baby 
bunny has grown into a teenage rabbit. 
A bunny begins to feel the effects of 
those teenage hormones at about three 
months old. This means spraying, biting, 
scratching, and generally unfriendly 
behavior on the part of the bunny. 
Novice rabbit owners generally begin 
to discover that caring for a rabbit is far 
more work than anticipated.

And so it is, around the beginning of 
June, shelters and rescues see an inþux 
of these unaltered teenage rabbits which 
have been abandoned, dumped, or 
ñset free.ò To prevent such tragic over-
population of our shelters, people should 
be aware of the pros and cons of 
rabbit ownership.
 

Rabbits can make wonderful companion 
animals. Rabbits are easily litterbox 
trained, learn their name, and adapt 
to human living patterns quite easily. 
Rabbits should be kept indoors, in 
a large cage or contained area, with a 
litter box ýlled with newspaper-based 
litter, water, and as much grass hay as 
they want. Fresh vegetables should 
be offered at least once per day. 
Manufactured rabbit pellets should be 
given in limited quantities, about one 
quarter of a cup of a low-fat, high-ýber 
pellet per rabbit per day. Some larger 
rabbits may require more, and smaller 
rabbits may require less.

A common misconception of rabbit 
care is that these creatures belong in 
a cage outdoors. While wild rabbits do 
live outdoors, they have large burrows 
to hide in from predators and from 
inclement weather. A rabbit housed in an 
outdoor hutch has no place to hide from 
a predator, nor do they have a cool place 
to hide from summer heat. Predators 
include coyotes, hawks, raccoons, cats, 
dogs, bobcats, etc. Rabbits can die from 
the terror of the proximity of a predator, 
even if the rabbit is enclosed in a cage.
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Another, and possibly more important, 
reason to avoid housing rabbits out-
doors is the health risks. Fly strike, 
West Nile virus, and myxomatosis 
are fatal diseases caused by þies 
and mosquitoes, with no treatment or 
vaccine available.

Rabbits have long been associated with 
Easter, and have often been labeled 
as ideal pets for children. This is not 
necessarily true. Rabbits are prey 
animals, and as such, they spend their 
entire lives trying not to be eaten. When 
people approach a rabbit, the rabbitôs 
only thought is ñwill they eat me?ò Loud 
noises, quick movements, and being 
picked up generally causes fear in 
rabbits, and can cause panic. If they 
feel threatened, rabbits will run, scratch, 
or bite to protect themselves. Children 
who are thoughtful, and understand the 
rabbitôs fears make the best caregivers.

Another common misconception is that 
rabbits do not need to be spayed or 
neutered, especially if they live alone. 
All companion rabbits should be spayed 
or neutered for health and longevity 
reasons. An altered rabbit, housed 
indoors, can live seven to ten years, 
and often longer. Unaltered rabbits are 
at high risk for developing reproductive 
cancer, and tend to be more high-strung 
and territorial. Rabbits should also be 
taken to the vet at least once per year 
for a ñwell bunnyò checkup.  

Following on the heels of the last 
misconception is the common mistake 
that rabbits should be housed alone.  
Domestic rabbitsô wild cousins live 
in large groups, or ñwarrens,ò with a 
complex hierarchy of relationships.  
Companion rabbits are very social 
creatures as well, and generally enjoy 
fellow rabbit companionship. Prior to 
introducing two (or more) rabbits, all 
rabbits involved should be spayed or 
neutered, checked by a rabbit-savvy 
vet, and introduced by a experienced 
rabbit ñbondingò person. Like humans, 
not all rabbits get along with each other. 
Rabbits that are successfully bonded 
will groom each other, play together, 
and sleep side-by-side.

Sharing a home with a rabbit companion 
can be time-consuming. Rabbits are 
a high-maintenance pet. Twice daily 
feedings, litter box cleaning, grooming, 
and vet care all adds up. However, 
spending an hour or two daily with a 
bunny can make it all worth while. These 
generous, selþess, complex creatures 
provide plenty of entertainment, whether 
itôs playing with toys, dancing about the 
room, or settling in for a grooming and 
petting session with their favorite human. 
Rabbits make wonderful companions 
for apartment renters, people who are 
allergic to cats or dogs, or people who 
are looking for a quiet, gentle companion 
to just hang out with. Visit the rabbitat 
at our shelter for more information on 
how to care for these wonderfully 
unique creatures.

Dogs and Cats would like:
Beds ï from small to very large
Collars for cats 
Martingales for dogs 
Dog leashes and Gentle Leaders
Towels and Blankets, new or 
gently used
Soft toys, squeakies are fun
Rope toys and hard balls, tennis ball 
size up to soccer ball size

Wish List
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Bunnies have fun with:
Tree twigs ïapple, ash, elm, etc.
Small baskets ï untreated, fungicide 
free, without paint
Small wagon wheel with bell
Wooden toys ï untreated
Hard plastic chain links
Large cardboard or plastic tubesï 
tunnels for bunnies
Hard plastic baby keys 

Peg Phillips Bucci Leaves A 
Rich Legacy With A Happy Ending

The late Peg Phillips Bucci was an 
animal lover, long-time Dana Point 
resident and co-founder of the Animal 
Rescue Foundation.

Bucci was a ýlm and television writer 
with major credits which include 
ñLassie,ò ñ National Velvet,ò ñDays of 
Our Lives,ò ñThe Donna Reed Show,ò 
and ñMy Three Sons.ò

She left behind her faithful friend, 
Cheeky, a 12-year-old Jack Russell 
Terrier. The efforts of several people 
succeeded in ýnding Cheeky a 
wonderful new home with the Rice 
family. Cheeky is adjusting well to 
life with two new feline friends and 
is adored by her new family.

Watch For Future Fund Raisers: 

April 30, 2005 - LôHirondelle Restaurant
Lunch with your dog on the patio
Visit PPF website for further details

August 7, 2005 ï Flight of Fancy

August 14th, 2005 ï Fiesta

To be announced: Tail of Two Cities



Meet Mark Gilliland, 
Shelter Director

If you havenôt stopped by the Animal 
Shelter in the last two months, this is 
your personal invitation to come by and 
visit Richard óRickô Gilliland, the new 
Shelter Director. Hired in December to 
run the San Clemente ï Dana Point 
Animal Shelter, Rick wants you to know 
that he has an open door policy for all 
area residents, pet owners, Shelter 
volunteers and ofýce staff.  

ñThe Shelter was without a permanent 
director for over a year,ò says Gilliland.  
ñIn the short term, I feel itôs important 
for me to do a lot of listening and work 
on resolving a yearôs worth of issues for 
all three areas of shelter management, 
namely animal care, enforcement, and 
ofýce administration. Iôm eager to use 
my experience in people relationships 
and team development to work with 
our great volunteers and staff, and our 
residents, to get everyone moving in 
the same direction, focused on the 
same objectives.ò

Gillilandôs reference to people relation-
ships and team management points to 
his 28 years in various law enforcement 
management positions, most recently 
as lieutenant for the Whittier Police 
Department. His experience includes 
teaching law enforcement classes at 
the Rio Hondo College Police Academy, 
customer service problem resolution, 
working with volunteers, a K-9 unit and 
a mounted patrol equestrian unit, as 
well as developing a team of volunteer 
pastors and ministers to service the 
police and the community.  

San Clemente City Manager George 
Scarborough said upon hiring 
Gilliland, ñRichard brings to the table 
the experience in human resources 
and budget management, planning 
and scheduling that is needed in 
this position.ò  

Commenting further on short-term 
objectives, Gilliland said, ñWe want to 
get fully staffed and replace a couple of 
vacancies in the next month or two, then 
focus on the individual needs of each 
of the three operational areas. Weôre 
also putting together two committees, 
a shelter operations committee, and 
an animal control committee, to plan 
and develop ideas for future shelter 
development.ò  

Gilliland works very closely with Roberta 
Gorny, long-time Shelter manager, who 
handles the day-to-day operations.  
This includes everything from animal 
adoption procedures, to working with 
the veterinarians overseeing animal 
health, working with volunteers and 
answering their questions about Shelter 
procedures, to overseeing daily medical 
checks on the animals, and working with 
the animal control ofýcers.  

Talking about issues and objectives 
a little further down the road, Gilliland 
commented that heôs ñtaking a look at 
several areas to help the Shelter operate 
more efýciently both for residents and 
for the City. Weôre looking at our current 
fee structure to see if itôs appropriate, 
and we want to improve our licensing 
compliance. Iôd also like to see more 
interactivity on our website. It would be 
great if prospective volunteers could ýnd 
out more and sign up via our website.  
Iôd also like to be more responsive to 
community needs and want to take a 
look at how to do that. For example, 
Dana Point has an issue with animals 
(dogs) on its beaches. While thatôs 
currently not in our jurisdiction, Iôd like 
to see how the Shelter might be of some 
help there.ò  

Gilliland, who has been an animal lover 
his whole life, says that he realizes there 
are many staffers and volunteers who 
have as much or more experience with 
animals than he does. ñI worked a lot 
with the K-9 dogs and the equestrian 
unit, but I try to do ongoing research on 
animals. I havenôt spent as much time 
with them as some of our volunteers 
have. Thatôs why I appreciate and 
respect their advice.ò

Gilliland and his wife, Tammy, live in 
Brea with their Beagle, Maggie, and their 
Siamese mix cat, Dusty. 

Volunteers at the San Clemente-Dana 
Point Animal Shelter experience the 
joy of reuniting lost animals with their 
families or adopting critters out to safe, 
loving homes.

As a volunteer you can be part of a team 
working with animals or in the office. 

Shelter Needs Volunteer Workers: 
More Than A Few Good Men and Women

Volunteer applications can be down-
loaded to your computer from 
our website:
www.petprojectfoundation.org 

Please call the Shelter at 
(949) 492-1617 for the next 
volunteer orientation session. 

   By Christel Hall

Come join the many happy volunteers at our shelter. 




